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President Supgested s
Abitrator,

1S OPPOSED

SED T0 1T

Would Be Put in an Awk-
ward Position.

FAVORS HAGUE COURT

WOULD PROBABLY YIELD TO
AVERT HOSTILITIES.
Meanwhile the Punitive Measures
Adopted by the Powers in Regard

to Venezuela Will Go On.

President Roosevelt has proposed to the
allied powers that the Venezuclan disputes
be submitted to The Hague tribunal for
arbitration. The powers have replied with
a counter-proposition, suggesting that Pres-
ident Roosevelt act as arbitrator,

Thesge were the developments overnight
in the Venezuelan matter, and they seem
to justify the prediction herctofore made in
The Star that the critical point had been
passed, a certain index being found in the

active renewal of diplomatic exehanges.
President Roosevelt does not wish to act
as arbitrator In this matter, for as such

he would be at once judge, jury and con-
stable, and would be under the moral ob-
ligatlon to execute hils own judgment.

In The Hagué tribunal there is at hand
a completely equipped and operative ma-
chine, which, better than any other mech-
anism, could treat a matter of the impor-
tance of the Venezuelan dispute. That is
the President's belief, and he feels that
such a reference would vastly strengthen
the cause of arbltratlon, which the United
Btates of all nations is most digposed to
fuster,

Would Yield to Avert War.

Still, rather than see the present dispute
proceed th extremes it is probable that
the President will reluctantly assume the
duties of arbitrator, full as they are of
dangers and difficulties. It Is fully realized
that any decision rendered by him in that
capacity would be sure to bring him the
enmity of one or the other of the parties
to the coutroversy, and that fact was
pointed out to the President early in the
week by a leading senator who had been
valled into consultation.

Nevertheless, to prevent bloodshed and the
destruction of property and the Interference
with great commercial Interests that would
have resulted, it is believed that the Presi-
dent would assume the charge, providing
his own view cannot preval..

Punitive Measures to Go On.

An Important fact developed today s that
the punitive measures about to be Instituted,
and in fact now in force in some degree,
will not be suspended by the allies until a
definite agreement Is reached as to arbitra-
tion. It is true that the allies have ac-
cepted the prineiple of arbitration, but they
have not indicated that fact in writing, and
until they have jolned in an agreement, re-
duced to due form, the program already
outlined and now In process of execution
will go forward even to the extent of a full
blockade of the Venezuelan ports named in
the proclamation.

Venezuela Notified.

Venezusla has also been told, through
l\!lni.ﬂtrr Bowen, that the President would
welcome a reference of the dispute to The
Hague tribunal. She has not replied di-
reetly, but it is not doubted that the veply
would be favorable If the other partles
consented to such reference,

If an agreement i8 reached on arbitration
the procedure would be for Mr. Bowen,
representing Venezuela as a plenipoten-
tlary, to sign with the representatives of
the allies a protocol stating that the case
is to be submitted to arbitration; that Ven-
ezuela admits the right of diplomatic in-
terventlon in behalf of a clalmant, a prin-
cipul she has always resisted, and that
the detaiis of the arbitration shall be ar-
ranged in a formal treaty, which she
pledges herself to sign.  This treaty will
provide in the greatest detall for the se-
curity of foreign Interests against vexa-
tious and extortionate Interference on the
part of the Veneguelan government here-
after and will Insure the administration of
exact justice in the settlement of claims,
and especlally will it relieve foreign resi-
dents of Venezuela from forced loans and
persecution In times of revolutions.

TO ‘AID MINISTER BOWEN.

Lieut. Johnston Arrives at La Guaira
in the Albany.

The following cablegram has been re-
ceived at the Navy Department from Ad-
miral Dewey, dated San Juan, December 19;

“Torpedo boat destroyer not avallable for

duty assigned. Lieut, Marbury Johnston
has salled in Albany.”
This action Is in accordance with Instrue-

tlons sent by the department. Several days
ago Umted States Minister Bowen request-
ed that sume one be sent 10 as=sist him in the
wischarge of the numerous lmportant duties
that have suddenly devolved upon him In
the Venezuelan imbroglio and an officer was
detalled from the Marietta, at La Guyas,
for the purpose temporarily. It was sug-
gested to Admiral Dewey that he send a
torpedo boat destroyer on another vessel
from Culebra with a relief for the officer
dispateched from the Marietta, the last
named vessel not being able to spare an
officer for a long stay. Admiral Dewey
was directed to send a torpedo boat de-
stroyer with the naval attache because of
the speed of that type of vessel, but the

Albany being available It was deécided to
dispatch her instead, she belng a fast
crulser. 1t ls stated that no significance

attaches to the voyage of the Albany, and
that she will return to her proper station
when the duty stated ls completed unless
future events should make it necessary for
her to remaln at La Guayra to co-operate
with the Marietta.

The Albany is a protected crulser of 3.-
437 tons displacement. She carries a bat-
tery of ten guns,

Lieut. Johnston, who has been selected
for this important mission, is navigator of
the crulser Montgomery at Culebra. He
was appointed to the naval academy from
QGeorgia In 15878, and s deseribed as a cool,
discrete, level-headed officer. His arrival at
Caracas is anxiously awalted by Minister

i Bowen, who has under h's care the subjec:s
' and property of Grent Britaln, Germany,
" Jtaly and Holland, in addition to those of

his own eountry, which makes his position
a difficult one.
Lieut. Johnston Landed.
A telegram was recelved at the Navy De-
partment this afternoon from the comman-
der of the cruiser Albany, announcing the

landing there of Lieut. Johnston to duty as
naval attache at the United States embassy
at Caracas, and the subsequent departure
of the Albny for her station at Culebra.

BLOCKADE PROCLAIMED.

Formal Declaration From the Foreign
Office of Great Britain.

LONDON, December 20.—The official
proclamation of the blockade of Venezuela
ports was gazelted this morning and be-
comes effective today.

Th» text of the proclamation s as fol-
lows:

“FOREIGN OFFICE, December 20, 1902

“It is hereby notified that as the United
States of Venezuela have failed to comply
with the demands of his majesty's govern-
ment, a blockade by his majesty's naval
forees of the ports of La Guaira, Carepero,
Guanta, Cumana and Carupano and the
mouths of the Orinoco is declared, and such
blockade will be effectively maintained
from and after the 20th of December, sub-
jeet to the allowance of the following days
of grace:

“For vessels sailing before the date of
this notification from West Indlan ports
and ports on the east coast of the conti-
nent of America—ten days for steamers and
twenty days for sailing vessels.

“From all other ports—twenty days for
steamers and forty days for sailing vessels.

“For vessels lving in the ports now de-
clared to be blockaded—fifteen days.

“Vessels which attempt to violate the
blockade wlll render themselves liable to
all measures authorized by the law of na-
tions and by the respective treaties between
his majesty and the different neutral pow-
ers.”

France Will Not Send a Warship.

PARIS. De¢cember 20.—A cable message
from Fort de France, Martinique, announces
that the French crulser Troude, which was
assigned a few daye ago to protect French
citizens in Venezuela, will now remain
outeide of Venezuelan waters, as all anxiety
regarding the welfare of the Freénch eiti-
zens has been dispeiled.

The foreign office here has received from
the charge d'affaires at Caracas confirma-
tion -of the announcements that President
Castro has conferred complete powers on
Mini<ter Bowen to arrange the terms for
arbitration. The dispatch adds that the
president expressed confident belief that
the exercise by the United States of the
powers granted to Minister Bowen un-
doubtedly will secure an adjustment of the
questions in dispute.

Informal exchanges of views between the
chancelleries of Rome, London and Paris
indicaie the willilngness of the British, Ital-
ian and French governments to agree Lo
the ereatlon of a mixed commission as a
means of adjusting the difficulties,

PANAMA, December 20.—News received
here from the Venezuelan frontier is to tthe
effect that the revolutlonary movement
against President Castro is now more pow-
erful than ever. Gen. Matos is said to be
at the head of a strong army, and to be on
good terms with the representatives of the
forelgn powers.

It is belleved among the Venezuelan rev-
olutionists that the present movement
against Castro will be successful.

—_———————

ANARCHIST KILLS SWEETHEART.

Former Pupil Shoots Teacher in Street

in Philadelphia.

PHILADELPHIA, December 20.—Voltal-
rine le Cleyre, the avowed anarchist and
teacher of mueie, who was vesterday after-
noon fatally shot by Herman Helcher, who
also professes anarchistic tendencles, is still
allve at the Hahnemann Hospital today,
but the surgeons say she has but a slight
chance of recovery.

The shooting occurred on the street and
was witnesses by a number of persons.
Miss le Cleyre was awaiting a car whefi
Helcher approached and began firlng from
a revolver. Three of the five bullets which
he discharged took effect. Helcheér was ar-
rested and taken before the dying woman,
but she declined to aecuse him of having
shot her,

Miss le Cleyre has attained notorlety
through her anarchistic utterances and her
mtimucy with prominent anarchists of the
count:y. Her wri:isgs are =ald to be known
to anarchists all over the world. It is said
she came to this city about [ifteen years
ago from Michigan. Her father Is dead, but
her mother lives somewhere in the west.
Helcher is a cigarmaker and was born In
Russta. For a time he lived in Boston,
coming to this city eight years ago,

—————————

TROLLEY CAR RUN DOWN.

Three Women Probably Fatally In-
jured in Weehawken.

NEW YORK, December 20.—Three women
were perhaps fatally Injured and fifty-
seven other passengers were bruised and
badly shaken up In a trolley car accident
In Weehawken at midnight. The other vie-
tims, mostly women, were cut and brulsed,
but not seriously injured.

The three whose condition
ported critical are:

Mrs. Lambert Schmidt, wife of a tele-
phone manufacturer, internally injured and
shoulder dislocated.

Mrs. H. L. Newkirk, internal Injurles,

Mrs. A. Rohner, suffering from shock and
skull badly injurgd.

All were of Weehawken.

The accident occurred at a point where
the trolley company’s tracks cross those of
the Erie rallroad.

When the trolley ecar reached the tracks
the motorman stopped his car to allow a
freight traln to pass. The last three cars
of the freight train broke loose some dis-
tance east of the crossing, and were not
noticed by the train crew. After the cars
passed by the motorman of the trolley car
thought it was the last of the train and
started to cross the tracks. When he got
his car in the middle of the crossing the
three freight cars which had broken loose
from the train came rolling along, and be-
fore he could get hls car over the crossing
it was struck with terrific force by the
freight cars.

e

ROUGH WEATHER AT SEA.

French Liner La Savoie Had a Stormy
Passage.

NEW YORK, December 20.—The French
line steamer La Bavoie, from Havre, ar-
rived today after wvery rough weather
throughout the passage. Heavy westerly
gales and very rough =eas were encoun-
tered, and the waves frequently swept over
the vessel, At one time the steamer was
obliged to change her course and head up
to the wind, slowing the engines, to ride
out the gale. The seas damaged the bridge
and some of the port lights In the officers’
rooms, One steerage passenger had his
hand caught in a slamming iron door and
geveral of his fingers were cut off.

—_———— f

Forger Commits Suicide.
LONDON, December 20.—The three bank
note forgers who were committed for trial
December 10, pleaded guilty and were sen-

tenced today, Ph'lip Bernstein to twenty
years, Solomon Barmash to fifteen years
and Willilam Barmash 1o ten years' impris-
onment. After being removed to their cells
Solomon Barmash shot and killed himself,
S
Steamship Arrivals.

At FPlymouth—Kronprintz Wilhelm, from
New Yoark.

is today re-

At New York—La Sevole, from Havre.

arrival of that vessel at La Guaira, the,

—_——
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TEACHING A LESSON

SOUTHAMERICAN GOVERNMENTS
MUST RESPECT OBLIGATIONS.

Heretofore Have Had No Regard for
Payment of Debts—Comment
of Senators. -

Conferences among ‘senators today de-
veloped what in some respects will be the
most interesting phase of the Venezuelan
question as developed by the recent action
of England and Germany. The Spanish-
American countries of Central and Bouth
America are to be taught a lesson, in a
way it is expected they will not soon for-
get, that they are not to be protected from
the payment of debts by relying upon a
broad construction of the Monroe doctrine
and calling upon the United States for as-
slstance.

Senators wlio have carefully studied re-
cent events in Venezuela and read the
correspondence that has passed between
the authorities of Venezuela and foreign
governments whose citizens have made
large loans or investments In Venezuela
express the opinion that President Castro
and other leaders In the Venezuelan gov-
ernment have ignored financial obligations
with a feeiing of safety merely because
they have felt sure of American protection
from European interference.

It is sald they have in some way come to
believe that the Monroe doctrine would
shelter them from the payment of debts
and all liabilitles resulting from them. It
Is understood that the course of England
and Germany in reference to settling their
fiscal aaffirs in Venezuela s clearly un-
dergtood at the State Department, and that
there will be no attempt toviolate the Mon-
roe doctrine. Senators who are in the con-
fidence of the administration declare that
before the present affair Is over Venezuela
will be taught a lesson that will prevent
any repetition of her course in respeet to
her responsibility for loans.

This Course Necessary.

Th's course Is regarded as absolutely nec-
essary for the protection of the United
States in the future from foreign complica-
tions In relation to South American repub-
lies. It is believed that were the United
States to Interfere in the Venezuelan mat-
ter at this time without the utmost care in
declaring her attitude on such questions,
there would be the greatest danger that
throughout Central and South America
governments would become indifferent to
their financial obligations to European
countries, and whenever any move Is made
of a herole nature to force them to live up
to their agreements they treat it with in-
difference and merely call on the United
States for protection.

“It will do them good to have a licking in
a matter of this kind, so they wlill be
taught, once for all, that the Monroe doc-
trine doesn't mean repudlation,” sald a
prominent senator to a Star reporter today.

The situation is being carefully watched
by senators to see that England and Ger-
many do not step beyond the bounds neces-
sary to ocollect debts, and that they do not
establish themselves In Venezuela in- any
way to exercise sovereignty. The line of
demarkation between the rights of a cred-
itor and a conquering nation is well under-
stood, and an effort is being made to see
that it ls respected by England and Ger-
many.

Pope Signs Appointments.

ROME, December 20. — The pope today
signed the appointments of Bishop Jame#
E. Quigley of Buffalo, N. Y., as archbishop
of Chicago, and Rev. J. F. Regls Caneviy, -
rector of St. Pau¥s Cathedral of Pittsburg,
Pa., as coadjutor of Pittsburg. i

——— et —————
Stranded German Warship Afioat.
KORSOR, Denmark, December 20. —The

German warship which went
:::re near here December was M1
y.

HUMBERTS ARRESTED

Family Connected With Big
' Fraud in Paris.

CAUGHT IN MADRID

POLICE RECOVER LITTLE OF THE
PLUNDER.

Belief That Important Papers Were
Thrown Away in the
Lavatories.

MADRID, December 20, —Madame Hum-
bert, other members of the Humbert fam-
lly and M. and Mme. D'Aurignae, the
brother and sister-in-law of Madame Hum-
bert, who became notorious In connection
with the great safe frauds Im Paris, have
been arrested here. They have been in
Madrid since May 9. :

Later it became known that the police
made a clean haul of the whole family,
Madame Humbert, her husband, Eva Hum-
bert and the three d’Aurignacs, Romain,
Emile and Marie. The police suspected a
house on the Calle Ferray. Some time yes-
terday Romain d’Aurignae was seen to en-
ter the building; a search warrant was ob-
tained and the “house was surrounded.
After some difficulty the police were ad-
mitted, and arrested the long-sought-for
defaulters. The prisoners protested that
they were the vie‘ims of infamous proceed-
ings. They threatened to ‘‘get even” with
certain persons in France, and said they
had come to Madrid direet from Paris.

One Becomes Hysterical.

Mlle. Eva became hysterical, and Mad-
ame Humbert clasped Marie d'Aurignac and
her daughter in her arms, pleading with the
police, “For the love of God, do not sep-
arate me from my daughter.”

The police made an inventory eof the con-
tents of the apartments, and found a parcel
of jewels valued at $2,000, a couple of lot-
tery tickets and about $115 in cash. Seals
were then altached to the homse and the
whole family were remewed to jail and
were placed at the digposition of the
French ambassador.

The police suspeet the Humberts of hav-
ing disposed of importapt papers in the
lavatories while delaying the entry of the
officers. The family tried to eseape by the
;vlndows. but failed, as the howse was cor-

oned.

Fraud Perpetrated in FParis.
The Interest of all Paris of May 9 was
centered on an empty safe ak 65 Avenue
De la Grand Arme, It .was supposed to

contain $20,000,000 left by Robest Crawford,

said to be “‘an American gmilligpaire.” This
sum was alleged to be held #n trust by
Madame Theres Humbert, whe under Mr
Crawford’s first will wag. comstituted” his
sole legatee, and on tha atr h of her
title to the fictitlons vast -estate succeeded

it brought to light the
greatest swindle of the ceatury, for the

 business much faster when Thomas “Light--

AT THE WHITE HOUSE

THE PRESIDENT SLIPS OFF FOR
A DAY’S REST.

Newspaper Men Have a Brief Scare
at His Sudden and Quiet
Departure.

President Roosevelt handed over a twenty-
minute scarce to the corps of White House
newspaper men this morning, and never did
mential machinery—the Conan Doyle portion
—work quicker and faster to unravel a
temporary mystery, and never did the re-
ward come quicker.

The reporters who went to their regular
posts at the White House this morning
found that the President and Secretary
Cortelyou had gone, according to arrange-
ment, to attend the funeral services of Mrs.
Grant, but the expectation was that they
would return in a short time and resume
their regular work of receiving callers and
disposing of the day's business. So the re-
porters took things easy. Senators and rep-
resentatives and others walked in and
walked away on finding that the President
was out. There was nothing worth men-
:io?llng in this, and no attention was paid
o it.

Along toward 11 o'clock Capt. Loeffler, the
President’s doorkeeper, walked in and took
his post at the door leading to the Presi-
dent's room. Several congressmen called,
meandered in a thoroughly make-sure fash-
ion up to Capt. Loeffier's little desk, greeted
Lim in formal fashion and then leaned over
and said a few words to him. Instead of
opening the door of the Presldent’'s room
and passing these statesmen into the inner.
sanctum Capt. Loeffler made a brief state-
ment and the congressmen wheeled about
and went out.

Not in His Office.
“The President Isn’t in his office,” Is what
they said as they went out.
That wasn't at all alarming, or really
worth thinking about, except that it is sel-
dom that the President Is out of his office

during the business hours of the day.

‘Guess he's gone up to the house for a
few minutes,” =aid some one.

Just a little mystery began to be added
to the situation, however, when other rep-
resentlatives called and recelved the same
statement from Captain Loeffier.

“There must be something doing,'" casu-
althy remarked one of the reporters to an-
other.

‘“Where's the Presldent?” a reporter -
ed of Captaln Loeffler. 5 g

“I don't know. He told me that he would
receive no visitors today, and so I'm not
admitting anybody to his room. Secretary
Cortelyou was with him, but the President
has gone out of the office now.”

“Please ask Mr. Cortelyou to let me see
him,"” -was the request the reporter made
of Arthur Simmons, Mr. Cortelyou’s door-
keeper.

“I'm sorry, but Mr. Cortelyou told me not
to bring him any cards,” was Simmons’
ANSWer.

“Oh-ho,”” began to soliloqulze several of
the profession. “‘There is something up,
sure.” But to find out-was the thing nec-
essary. Finally Bimmons was jnduced to
go in and ask Mr. Cortelyou whether the
President was going to New York. A nega-
tive answer through Simmons was the re-
ply. That was just a little reassuring, and
susplcions were somewhat allayed when, a
few minutes after this, Secretary Hay
walked In and was admitted to the Presi-
dent's room.

*‘Oh, it's all right now,” the reporters as-
sured themselves.

Just a few minutes later Secretary Hay
was seen to be walking toward his depart-
ment from the front part of the i..ute
House, and it was evident. he had gone to
the residence portion of the White House
to talk with the Pr t

al Process at Work.
By this time the Conan Doyle analytical
process in newspaper heads was at work.
This same apparatus was made lto do

fcot and Dulaney, the President’s barber,

were seen to get in a vehlele and drive
away. These two men always accompany
thke President and Secretary Corteivou,
and here was corroboration that the sus-
picions that had been aroused were cor-
rect. It was next noticed that Secret Ser-
vice Detectives Taylor and Tyree were
not around the White® House, So they
must be at the train. The reporters began
to get busy. All inquiries in the Presi-
dent’'s offices failed to elicit satisfactory
replies.  All of the employes really appear-
ed to know nothing. There was no at-
tempt 1o conceal something in the way
they answered.

At the White House proper it was learned
that the President and Mrs. Roosevelt and
all the children except little Quentin had
gotten into carriages, accompanied by Sec-
retary Cortelyou and Assistant Secretary
Loeb, and driven away. Nobody Kknew
where they had gone.

“I'm eff,"” safd one newspaper man, and hs
made for a passing car.

“So am 1, sald another.

Found at Railrcad Station.

“I'll stay here while you fellows work the
depots,” said another, and the two men
who had taken cars on Pennsylvania ave-
nue were =oon at the Pennsylvania ralil-
way station. There they found the parly
boarding a special train on the Southern
railway. Secretary Cortelyou no longer
made a secret of the matter.

He said the President and his family were
going to Rapidan, Va., to spend today
and Sunday with one of their old friends,
Joseph Wilmer, who has a large planta-
tion near Rapidan. The President simply
wanted a day or two of rest. With the
President and Mrs. Roosevelt were Theo-

dore, jr., Kermit, Ethel and Archie. As-
sistant Secretary lLoeb went along with
them, and Mr. Cortelyou returned to the
White IHouse.

No newspaper men went on the train
and none followed on other trains. It was

the first trip the President had ever made
that he had gotten well beyond the sight
of the reporters. He is eighty miles from
Washington and enjoying a respite from
official duties,

The President expects to return to Wash-
fngton on Monday morning. The strain
upon him, both mentally and physically,
since Congress convened and during the
crisis in Venszuelan affairs has been very
great, and he felt the necessity for some
relief from those cares.

The trip was made on a speclal traln of
two cars over the Southern rallway.

Few people at the rallroad statlon had
any Idea that the President was to leave
the eity, and, in congequence, the only peo-
ple about the traln when It pulled out were
four or five newspaper men and some of
the White Housc attaches. As the traln
moved from the station the President ap-
peared on the rear platform of the last car
and, in response to greetings from the little
coterie of friends, raised his hat in fare-
well.

CANAL COMMISSION EXPENSTS.

Resolution Calling on Secretary of
State for Information.

Representative Hepburn, chairman of the
House committee on interstate and foreign
commerce, today introduced a resolution
directing the Secretary of State to furnish
the House with a statement of the expenses
of the isthmian canal commission., of which
Rear Admiral J. G. Walker was chairman.
The resolution provides that the statement

shall show all expenditures made by the
commission or authorized to be paid, and
particularly all allowances or payments for
all personal service, including payments
for board, rations, transportation, supplies,
wages, salary and allowances of every
kind dnd to whom patd; also all payments
of every character made to the members
of the i{sthmian commission or inuring to
the benefit of any of them.

TRANSPORTATION CONTRACTS.

Secretary Root Will Ask Congress for
More Authority.

Secretary Root Intends to ask Congress to
modify existing law so as to authorize the
Secretary of War to contract for the trans-
portation of troops and supplies for a longer
period than one year In order that he may
be enabled to make better terms for such
service than is possible under the present
svstem of annual contracts. The leglsla-
tion is desired for the purpose of securing
more advantageous rates for the service
between the Pacific coast and the Phllip-
pines in case the department should decide

to discontinue the government service and
dispose of its transports either by sale or
charter, to the highest bidder. As already
announced, a contract has been made with
the Boston Steamship Company for such
shipments to the Philippines as the depart-
ment may desire to make by way of ports
on Puget sound.

BLIZZARD IN THE ROCKIES.

Railroads in Wyoming and Colorado
Blocked by Snow.

DENVER, Colo.,, December 20.—The bliz-
zard which has been raging in Wyoming
for twenty-four hours has reached northern
and eastern Colorado, and all railways run-
ning into Denver are either blocked or bad-
ly delayed. The Incoming Rock Island
trains 18 stuck in the snow at Goodland,
Kan., and the train which should have lef?
here at 9:30 o'clock last night over that
road was abandoned. The Union Pacific
is blockaded between here and Cheyenne.
All the mountain roads are badly ecrippled.
Snow plows have been ordered to the scené
of blockades.

SANTA FE, N. M., December 20.—Ten
inches of snow has fallen in Taos and Mord
counties. The snowfall was the heaviest

since 1892, -
—_— \

Personal Mention.

Mr. A. R. Shattuck of New York and Mr.
William Burry of Chicago are at the Ar-

lington.

Mr. F. P. Smith of Chicago and Mr. Jas.
P. Scott of Hot Springs, Va., are at the
New Willard.

Mr. D. B. Willlams of Connellsville, Pa,,
and Mr. Willlam F. Sheehan of New York
are at the Raleigh.

Mr. Jesse E. Potbury has left Washington
for South Carolina and Georgia, where he
will spend his Christmas holidays. During
his stay in Georgia Mr. Potbury expects Lo
speak at the Young Men's Christian Asso-
clations at Atlanta, Macon and Augusta.
He will return to Washington shortly after
the 1st of January.

District Appropriation Hearings.

The hearings on the Distriet appropria-
tion bill were adjourned yesterday to Jan-
uary 6 at 10 o'clock, when the school trus-
tees and the members of the board of char-
ities will be heard.

A request has becn made by a number of
members of various citizens' associations
to be heard on the matter of District
finances, and January 7 may be set as the
date for a-hearing of this character.

Capitol Notes. :
Representative Stephens of Texas has in-
troduced a bill to open for settlement
505,000 acres of land in the Kiowa, Co-

manche and Apache Indian reservations in
Oklahoma territory.

The House committee on commerce has

the bill requiring safety appliances

for coupling cars. Some slight amendments

Represen Jones (Wash.) introduced
a blll In the House today to open to set-

tlement the remaining portion of the Col-
vmm&.mmmu
‘Washington, containing about 1,500,000

DOING ALL THEY CAN

Coal Operators Not Holding
Back Product,

SUPPLY CUT IN HALF

STRIKE PREVENTED THE USUAL
SUMMER SURPLUS.

The Situation Necessitates Patience
and Self-Denial—Outlook Not
Very Encouraging.

Special From a Staff Correspondent.

NEW YORK, December 2h—The presi-
dents of the anthracite coal.compin’es have
taken some steps to asceriain the dis-
position of the output of the caal mines.
This Inquiry was instituted for the purpose
of satisfying themselves of the truth or
falsity of reports that somebody was hold-
ing up the coal supply. This action was
inspired by considerations of humanity,
notwithstanding the prevalling idea that the
coal presidents are heartless and soulless
monaopolists,

The idea that any individual firm or cor-
poration could hold back the supply of coal
in anticipation of possible severe weather
and exorbitant prices later on was so ab-
horrent even the much-reviled trust mag-
nates could hardly bring themselves to be-
lleve that any human being could L]
overcome with cupidity as to perpeirate an
outrage of that kind upon suffering hu-
manity. However, in order to make sure,
and take no chances on human nature, the
railway presidents have looked into the sit-
uation thoroughly.

The following may be accepted as an au-
thoritative, truthful statement:

No Hold-Up of Coal.

“There is no hold-up of the coal output
in a general or to a material degree. It is
not believed that there are many Individual
cases of withholding of supplics by local
dealers. As to the latter, the people in each
community can best judge for themselves;
they can see the stocks in the dealers
vards or by a little inquiry ascertain the
stocks on the railway sidings in the vicin-
ity.

}"It is certain that there 1 no withholding
of supplies by the operators, the raliways
or the agents who act ag intermediaries
hetween the producers and the retail deal-
ers.”

“The following series of questions. which
I propounded, and answers to them by the

authority above referred to may interest
the consumers of Washington:
“Is the present output of ecoal at the

mines up to the normal?”’

“It is about 100000 tons a day abouve the
normal for this season of the year.”

“What becomes of the coal?”

“It is hurried to the market and absorb-
ed in small quantities so rapidly that Its
presence I8 hardly noted. It must be re-
memberéd that every family started with an
empty coal cellar when winter fairly set In.
Usually the heavy consumers of coal have
a stock on hand. The work of the pro-
ducers at this season of the year only keéeps
up the average consumption. Now the
work of the producers must not only keep
up the average consumption, but the aver-
age consumption is increased, bhecpuse of
the original deficit in the supply." *

“The public has an idea,”” [ suggested,
“that some one is keeping chal from the
retall dealer; people coming in on the
trains say that they pass miles of coal
cars on the sldings.”

Capacity of a Mile of Cars.
“Do you know how many tons of ecoal
there are In a mile of coal cars?’ was the

reply.

““There are just 4,250 tons in your mile of
coal cars. Now it takes just ten miles of
coal cars to supply New York for a day.
The strings of coal cars observed on the
eidings approaching Washington werc not
being held up by anybody or anything ex-
cept physical conditlons—the inability teo
handle, unload and deliver their contents.

“The total output of coal for the past
eleven months of 1902 was 235,101,459 tons.
The output for the same perlod, 1901, was
49,445,148 tons. The difference, of course,
comes about from the long period of idle-
ness of the mines. I venture to say that
991, per cent of the daily output is golng
into the hands of the consumer just as fast
as steam can haul it, dumps can unload it
and teams can deliver it on the sidewalk.
The railrbads cannot hold it back because
they have not the cars to store it in, and,
furthermore, because they are interested In
getting the freights for its transportation.

*The middlemen are not holding it up,
because they are afraid of a big slump In
prices that would follow a warm spell In
January. I venture to say that the re-
tallers are not holding it up, if for no other
reason—taking the most cold-blooded view
of it—than that the pressure from thelr
customers will not permit such action,

“Our estimate of the present daily ship-
ment of coal 18 as follows: To New York,
Jersey City and Long lIsland, 4540 tons;
Philadelphia, 21000 tons; Boston, 10000
tons; New Jersey, 5,000 tons; New Eng-
land, 13,750 tons; Buffalo, 5,000 toms; west-
ern states, 28000 tons; southern states,
15,000 tons; Canada, 9000 tons; miscella-
neous, including local, 75,000 tons. Total,
226,700 tons.

“Now, to come to the consumers’ stand-
point, what is the prospect for the house-
hol'der for the rest of this winter?” I asked.

Prospects Unfavorable.
“Exceedingly unfavorable,” was
ply.
“What can the householder do?"' was the
next question of a practical nature.
“I ecan only say he should be patient and
above all not to exercise cupidity. In other
words, he must be willing to bear his share

of the common burden of self-denlal and not
insist upon filling his own coal cellar full.
That will certainly result in his neighbor
having none. The visible supply is almost
cut in half. The very poor will suffer less
in reallty than the middle class. There will
be always some one to look out for the
destitute, It is your middle-ciass house-
holder who will feel the pinch.

“You are not very comforting,” was sug-
gested.

‘The Star asked for the truth,” respond-
ed he, “and there it is.”” iWth this condition
confronting the publle, the Standard Ol
Company proceeds to plle further burdens
on the people. The pr.ce of refined kerosene
to jobbers was yesterday advanced on: cent
a gallin, Kerosene today is guoted at &
higher figure than has prevailed at any
time within twenly years.

Down in Wall street today some men
were figuring the results of that increase
to the Standard Oil Company. The lowest
estimate was that it would, if the ratio
continued, increase the income of ths
Standard Oil Company $15,500,000 a year.
Last Monday the stockholders in the
Standard O!l Company recsived their last
quarterly dividend of 10 per cent. The
dividends of the entire year me o

the re-

TO COMMAND THE ARMY.

Gen. Chaffec Selected to Succeed Gw.'
Young.

It is officially admitted at the War De-

partment that Gen. Chaffee will succeed

Gen. Young, who has been selected to com-

mand the army on the retirement of Gen.
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